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Three members of the Southampton High School 
Class of 2022 will move on to serve the country 
following graduation. For the first time in the 
history of the Southampton School District, three 
seniors were accepted into West Point. They include 
Turner West and sisters Clare Gabriele and Margaret 
Gabriele. 

“We are immensely proud of these students,” said 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nicholas Dyno. “They 
are dedicated, brave and an inspiration to all of us.”

The students represent the 1% of graduates 
who commit to the military each year. For their 
commitment to serve, they were honored at a 
military enlistment ceremony held on May 19 along 
with fellow students from the Hampton Bays and 
Westhampton Beach school districts who are also 
entering the military.   

Three seniors 
To enTer The 
MILITARY

Congratulations,
Retirees

This year, 17 distinguished members of the Southampton Union 
Free School District are embarking on their respective retirement 
journeys. The district thanks each and every one of them for their 
dedication to the students of the district and wishes them all the best. 

The retirees for the 2021-22 school year are:
Therese Lengyel (Science Teacher) – 43 years of service
Samuel Post (Elementary Teacher) – 38 years of service
Mary Allen (School Bus Driver) – 36 years of service

Nancy Pendergast (Reading Teacher) – 36 years of service
Lori Tortorice (Reading Teacher) – 34.5 years of service

John Krejchi (Custodian) – 30.5 years of service
Kerry Palumbo (Elementary Teacher) – 29 years of service
Jeanne Bunce (Senior Clerk Typist) – 25 years of service

Amy Page (Science Teacher) – 27 years of service
Linda Antretter (Food Service Worker) – 21 years of service

Cedric Thomas (Custodian) – 20 years of service
Rebecca Capatosto (School Nurse) – 18.5 years of service

Sharon Mulvaney (Senior Office Assistant) – 18.5 years of service
Mitchell Williams (Bus Driver/Security Guard) – 18.5 years of service

Peter Dosch (Custodian) – 15 years of service 
Maureen Murphy (Senior Office Assistant) – 14 years of service

Eileen Noonan (District Treasurer) – 10.5 years of service

Spotlight Spotlight 
on The 

The members of Southampton High 
School’s Class of 2022 were presented 
with their diplomas during the district’s 
129th annual commencement exercises 
on the evening of June 24. 

The outdoor ceremony began with 
the high school’s senior choral groups 
performing the national anthem. 
Speakers then took the podium to offer 
congratulations and words of wisdom.

High School Principal Dr. Brian Zahn 
spoke first. He praised the graduates 
for their perseverance during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Through all of the changes, this 
group of students never gave up,” he 
said. He concluded by speaking of 
the rich diversity of the Southampton 
community, advising, “Take what this 
school community has given you and 
use it as a means to better yourself and 
everyone around you.”

Dr. Zahn’s words were followed 
by Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Nicholas Dyno, who offered, “Change 
is inevitable. Life constantly changes, 
but do not fight it. When change 

comes, embrace it. You are a generation 
of change, and we are all counting on 
you.” 

Addressing her peers was Samantha 
Paige Brenner, who represented the 28 
summa cum laude graduates. She spoke 
about strong work ethic and how the 
COVID-19 pandemic affected hers.

“Work ethic drives us, and we do it 
because we know what it will lead to,” 
she said, noting that COVID-19 had a 
negative effect on her work ethic, but 
she overcame and was able to rise to the 
top of her class.    

Also speaking on behalf of the student 
body were Hallie Florence Beeker and 
Christopher Matamoros, who reflected 
on challenges and opportunities during 
high school. 

Matamoros talked about joining track 
and how the experience had a positive 
impact on him. He also told his peers 
that mistakes are learning opportunities.

 Beeker echoed Matamoros’ 
sentiments, stating, “Mistakes are how 
we learn and grow. Don’t make the 

mistake of being closed-minded.” She 
said one of her finest qualities is the 
ability to remain open-minded, a trait 
she honed while participating in the 
school’s Best Buddies program.  

Prior to the presentation of diplomas 
to the 150 graduates, seniors Sarahi 
Escalera Moreno and Giovana Pereira 
Caetano noted the achievements of 
their class. Among them, 14 students 
graduated with honors, 25 graduated 
with high honors and 22 graduated 
with highest honors; 47 graduates 
were members of the National Honor 
Society; one-third of the class took 
Advanced Placement courses; 40 
graduates earned a Seal of Biliteracy; 
120 graduates will continue their 
education at colleges and universities 
and three graduates are entering the 
armed forces. 

Following the conferral of diplomas, 
the ceremony culminated with a 
performance by the high school chorus 
and a video presentation of Class of 
2022 memories. 



Eighth Grade Moving Up
Signifying the end of intermediate school and the journey
ahead in high school, the intermediate school hosted a celebratory 
graduation ceremony for eighth graders on June 22. Dressed in their best, 
students were presented with certificates of achievement.

Fourth Grade Moving Up
On June 16, Southampton Elementary School fourth 
graders marked the end of their elementary years at a 
memorable graduation ceremony. The students, who 
will be entering the intermediate school in the fall, 
received their diplomas and were acknowledged for 
their hard work and determination. 


